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Charleston, South Carolina
A City Set in a Garden

 Two Days Away
with Diana Hollingsworth Gessler

Whenever I speak to audiences about Very 
Charleston, the book I wrote and illustrated about 
one of the South’s most revered cities, I suggest 
that the reason everyone loves Charleston is be-
cause Charleston loves itself. Under the guid-
ance of long-term mayor Joseph P. Riley Jr., and 
supported by the community’s palpable pride, 
Charleston is growing even more beautiful with age—
beautiful because the city accepts the changes that age brings 
and seamlessly weaves them into its historic fabric. Recently, I 
returned to Charleston to discover some of those changes, and 
to weave them into the latest edition of Very Charleston.

To reduce traffic and parking problems, 
Mayor Riley—who boasts 36 years in 
office—announced that the trolleys are 
now free and frequent! 

Garden Walks
Besides the Houses & Gardens Tour, there are several self-
guided walks visitors may take on their own. In addition to my 
original illustration of Gateway Walk, I’ve added a page on the 
newly created Heritage Rose Trail which showcases the sweet 
but almost forgotten Noisette roses of Charleston. It was a 
chance for me to paint roses—which I love to do—and to 
learn about the Noisette’s unique history. Thanks to local ef-
forts and the Charleston Horticultural Society, visitors can fol-
low a map and ramble like the roses throughout historic 
Charleston, including the Gateway Walk and Hampton Park.

There’s always something  
old and new at the Charleston 

International Antiques Show.

higher education
As you wander around Charleston, you may 
discover a castle. It’s actually the Old City 
Jail that has been ingeniously re-purposed as 
the American College of Building Arts 
where students can learn some of the lost 
arts of architecture. Although it’s not open 
to visitors during the day, Bull Dog Tours 
offers a haunted jail tour by night. 

When Johnson & Wales College of Culi-
nary Arts decided to pack up their pots and 
leave Charleston, this foodie town was for-
tunate that the Culinary Institute of 
Charleston at Palmer Campus stepped into 
the kitchen to take its culinary place. 

TIP: When classes are in session, students cook 
and serve a $15 prix fixe gourmet lunch for the 
public at 181 Palmer (it’s the classroom number). 

When day-tripping, be sure to stop at Christ Episcopal Church (1726). Built 
by the Church of England for settlers far from the city, this “Chapel of 
Ease” was one of 10 such places of worship constructed in the “wilderness.”

ANNUAL SPRING FESTIVAL 
OF HOUSES & GARDENS TOUR 
One of my favorite parts of the book, Secret Gar-
dens, was created after roaming in and out of pri-
vate places during the Houses & Gardens Tour 
several years ago. The residents’ common talent for 
turning gardens into cozy little rooms made many 
of us want to go home and give our gardens a little 
Charleston touch.  The tour has now grown into a 
full calendar of events that spans from March 17 

through April 16, 2011 and includes the 
Charleston International Antiques Show, 

March 18 to 20. 
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a lowcountry day trip
A friend’s passion for a cause led me to the new 150-acre Center 
for Birds of Prey about a half-hour outside Charleston in the 
Francis Marion National Forest. Injured birds of prey are treated 
at the center, and those that cannot be released become residents. 
Touring the exhibits—the owls were my favorite—we learned 
each bird’s personal story of how they came to live here. We 
made sure to time our morning visit to catch the free-flight dem-
onstrations where we watched in awe as hawks, falcons, and owls 
swooped so close we heard the sounds of flight. Bring your cam-
era! For hours of operation, visit thecenterforbirdsofprey.org.

Turning back onto US Highway 17 North, we stopped for 
lunch at the Seewee Restaurant, a ramshackle, been-there-forev-
er place with floors that shake, an outdoor restroom, and a wait-
ress who is everyone’s best friend. It’s a local hangout where they 
keep the “Southern-fried tradition alive,” and their She Crab 
soup with sherry is legendary.

Along the route back to Charleston, there are several planta-
tions you can ogle. The elegant Boone Hall Plantation, with its 
quintessential live oak–lined entrance, is still agriculturally ac-
tive with “u-pick” fields and groves. By contrast, the 1754 Snee 
Farm is a simple farmhouse. Although once a 700-acre cattle and 
indigo plantation belonging to Charles Pinckney, it’s now only a 
few acres but it is steeped in fascinating Pinckney family history.

Nehi on ice sits by the creaky screen 
door at Seewee Restaurant.

Be sure to stop along Highway 17 for some 
fresh produce from the U-Pick groves and 
fields—strawberries, peaches, and more!

Visit Snee Farm to 
learn more about the 
life and times of  
Charles Pinckney. 

Discover more about our feathered 
friends at thecenterforbirdsofprey.org. 
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Do the historic King Street Stroll!
Upper King neighborhood visitors to Charleston will 
find that King Street has reinvented itself as the “Soho of 
the South” with the Historic Antique District on Lower 
King, the Fashion District at Middle King, and the De-
sign and Dining District on Upper King where all the 
joints are jumping day and night!

Thankfully for all of us who love this city, the more 
Charleston relishes innovative progress, the more some 
things remain the cherished same. For no matter what 
changes blow in with the stirring Atlantic breezes, resi-
dents and visitors alike can rest assured that Charleston 
will continue to be their beloved city set in a garden.

TIP: You may want to plan your Charleston visit 
around some innovative King Street events held each month:

“Let’s Do Lunch” is so popular you need to order tickets 
early. For about $20, you get a fabulous lunch at a 
Charleston restaurant, free parking, and door prizes from 
King Street merchants, plus you are supporting a local non-
profit. What a great idea!

“Second Sunday on King Street” means the street is closed to 
traffic in the afternoon. As far as the eye can see, strolling 
pedestrians—and some “great- looking dogs”—enjoy a street 
festival of musicians, shopkeepers’ sidewalk displays, alfresco 
dining on the street, and two hours of free parking.

Blue Bicycle Books unique 
signage on Upper King 
Street is a daily photo op.

For information, visit susanlucas.typepad.com/kingstreetmarketinggroup.
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